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17. DESCRIPTION 1 I. 

CONDITION 

Completed circa 1792, the Moses Myers House is a r ich ly  embellished brick 
two-story Federal townhouse. Its facade features a pedimented gable end 
roof and a small aedicula type portico surrounding the f ront  door. Stonewo 
is featured i n  the beltcourse and i n  the decorative l i n t e l s  and keystones 
over a l l  the pr incipal  windows. In 1796, a two-story octagonal ended wing 
was added to  the r ea r  of the house t o  contain a large dining room. Also on 
the rear  a r e  a two-story seni ice  wing and an attached two-story kitchen. 
The whole house is l a i d  i n  even colored Flemish bond which has been qui te  
obviously repointed i n  a number of sections.  1 

@ ~ x c . l l e n t  0 Good Fair U Oetetiaand Ruin. Un.rpo..d 

(Check One) I (Check One) I 
Altered Unaltered M0v.d Oripiml Sin 

D E S C R t e E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l C l W A L  fffh-) P H Y S C I L  A P P E A R A N C E  

On the in t e r io r ,  the s implic i ty  of the plan is disguised by the unusually 
r ich  in t e r io r  decoration. The entrance h a l l ,  which extends the e n t i r e  
width of the house, features elaborate Adam-style ce i l i ng  decoration and a 
.de l ica te  s t a i r ca se  which ascends to  the third  f loor .  Behind the h a l l  a r e  
two reception rooms which contain$-highly ornamented mantels. Beyond the 
north reception roomis  the dining room, the south wall  of which has two 
recesses which contain the special ly  f i t t e d  or ig ina l  Hepplewhite sideboards. 
The house remarkably re ta ins  approximately f i f t y  per cent of its or ig ina l  
furn i ture ,  most of which is of the highest qual i ty  American Federal. 

Situated on a corner, the house has a pr incipal  entrance from each s t r e e t  
as  well as  from the service  court .  Originally the grounds covered the 
e n t i r e  block, but they have been reducedto  a f rac t ion  of t h e i r  former s ize .  
Behind the house is a restored formal garden which is surrounded by a new 
iron fence supported by br ick piers .  Although the s e t t i n g  of the house 
has been s ign i f i can t ly  a l t e r ed  by the demolition of nearly every s t ruc ture  
'in : the . ~ ~ & i g ~ o t h o a d ,  .th@ M d ~ k b  'Mj+et~~. .fitfu&.e it!BeTf Ea ik'a ' f ine  'd ta te  of 
preservation and is excel lent ly  maintained. 
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IT:TEUENT,OF StGNIFICINC+ 

Originally from New York, Moses Myers was one of the numerous merchants 
who s e t t l e d  i n  Norfolk following the Revolution, and he quickly became 
a prominent and powerful f igure i n  the growing c i ty .  During h i s  career  
he was the 10cal~Frenah Consdl, bank superintendent, and president of 
the Cormnon Council. In  1828 he was appointed customs co l lec tor  for  
the  thr iving port  of Norfolk. During h i s  occupancy of the house, Myers 
entertained such notables a s  President James Monroe, the Marquis de 
Lafayette, Daniel Webster, and Stephen Decatur. The house descended 
through f ive  generations of the Myers family and is now a house museum 

1 administered by the Norfolk Museum of Arts and Sciences. 

1 

Completed circa 1792, the Hoses Myers House was one of the f i r s t  brick 
houses b u i l t  a f t e r  the Br i t i sh  destroyed the c i t y  i n  1776. Unfortunate1 
both the a r ch i t ec t  and builders a r e  unknown, although the dining room 
addition has been a t t r ibu ted  t o  Benjamin H. Latrobe. Today the house 
stands not only as  an outstanding and v i r tua l ly  uhaltered example of 
Federal a rch i tec ture  but as  a remarkable soc ia l  document an w e l l .  With 
the demolition, w e r  the years,  of nearly every ante-bellum house i n  
the c i t y ,  the Moses Myers House has become the symbol of a very elegant 
and prosperous e r a  i n  Norfolk's past .  . 
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